Transcript – Career Guidance (September 27, 2019)

In any given year, only about half of America’s high school population participates in a career and technical education course.  And only one in five students concentrate in a career pathway.  

In order to fill the skills gap, school districts must be equipped to guide students into multiple pathways, including industry certifications, apprenticeships, 2- and 4-year degrees.  One way to get more students onto the right path earlier in their education journey is through career exploration and guidance.  

Congress recognized the power of career exploration and guidance when it reauthorized Perkins V last year. Local applicants must include a description of how they, in collaboration with local workforce development boards and other local workforce agencies, one-stop delivery systems, and other partners, will provide an organized system of career guidance and academic counseling to students before enrolling and while participating in a career and technical education program. 

What is your state requiring of that section in your local application? 

Additionally, every eligible agency must lay out its vision and strategies for career and technical education in its State plan.  Knowing that career and technical education continues to carry a stigma of being only for “some careers” and “some kids”, many states are using their vision and strategies to challenge the stigma of CTE through career guidance.

Does this fit into your vision and strategies?

As you listen, think about strategies that will work best to allow every student in your state to find their path and connect to the right knowledge and skills, at the right time, for the right next step in their life and career. 

Hi, I'm Matthew Stem, Deputy Secretary for the Office of Elementary and Secondary Education at the Pennsylvania Department of Education. On behalf of our Bureau of Career and Technical Education, I'd like to share information about PA Career Zone and how this resource supports Perkins V. PA Career Zone is a user-friendly, interactive web site that is supported by the Pennsylvania Department of Education and used by schools across the Commonwealth. This digital resource is free and can be used by elementary through high school students, as well as postsecondary job seekers who are interested in learning more about and exploring the variety of education and training opportunities, as well as careers available in business and industry across Pennsylvania. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]PA Career Zone features brief surveys, reports, and a bunch of activities which I'd like to highlight that is particularly useful to students as they prepare to enter the workforce. Budget Your Life is a unique activity that helps students create a realistic budget, based upon their interests and anticipated salary. This eye-opening activity raises awareness of everyday costs and helps students develop a plan for financial stability and success. Learn more about Budget Your Life and take a look at all the resources PA Career Zone has to offer by going to www.pacareerzone.org.

Please reach out to the Office of Career, Technical, and Adult Education if you have any questions.

